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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of automatically providing traffic information to a user's 
vehicle [[user]], comprising: 

tracking and storing travel pattern data of the user, the travel pattern data including a 
time at which a travel occurs, 

analyzing the travel pattern data to predict a particular travel path traveled by the user 
at a particular time when the travel occurs , wherein the travel pattern data is analyzed to 
d e t e rmin e wh e th e r th e trav e l path is travel e d at a fr e qu e ncy gr e at e r than a thr e shold valu e; 
and 

automatically determining traffic information along the particular travel path at or 
before the particular time at which travel is predicted by communicating with a second 
vehicle to receive the traffic information, wherein at least part of the traffic information 
originates from a source other than the second vehicle . 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the tracking and storing step 
comprises tracking and storing a start time, a day of the week, a start location, and an end 
location for each travel of the user. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the travel pattern data relates to 
travel by the user using a vehicle. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the tracking and storing step 
comprises receiving data from a position determining system. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein the position determining system is a 
satellite based GPS system. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 2, wherein the start time is 
determined at a time of switching on an ignition, and an end time is determined at a time of 
switching off the ignition. 
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7. (Original) The method according to claim 6, wherein the switching on the ignition and the 
switching off the ignition is determined based on a key-on or key-off position of an ignition 
key. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein the analyzing step comprises 
correlating pairs of start locations and end locations with a range of start times and/or a day of 
the week. 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 8, wherein the analyzing step further comprises 
calculating a frequency of the correlated pairs of start locations and end locations with a range 
of start times and/or a day of the week. 

10. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of determining 
traffic information comprises communicating with a the second vehicle along the particular 
travel path to receive traffic incident information from the second vehicle. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of determining 
traffic information comprises communicating with a the second vehicle along the travel path 
to receive travel speed information from the second vehicle. 

12. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein the user's vehicle 
communicates with anoth e r the second vehicle along the travel path to receive traffic incident 
information from the anoth e r second vehicle. 

13. (Currently amended) The method according to claim [[12]] J_, wherein the v e hicl e and 
the anoth e r second vehicle transmits cra s h traffic information only if the traffic incident 
information is d e t e rmin e d to b e r e c e nt satisfies a predetermined criteria . 

14. (Currently amended) The method according to claim [[13]] 59, wherein the traffic 
incident information is determined to be recent based in part on the type of road on which the 
traffic incident is detected or on the number of vehicles involved in the traffic incident. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein communicating with 
the vehicle is accomplished using short range communication. 
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16. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein the short range communication is 
Dedicated Shortwave Radio Communications (DSRC). 

17. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein the automatically 
determined traffic information is displayed to the user on a display within a vehicle at or 
before the particular time or whenever an ignition switch is switched on. 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the automatically determined 
traffic information is displayed to a user at a user accessible display at or before the particular 
time. 

19. (Original) The method according to claim 18, wherein the user accessible display 
comprises one or more of a home computer, a mobile phone, a PDA, or a handheld device. 

20. (Currently Amended) A system for automatically providing traffic information to a 
user's vehicle [[user]], comprising: 

a position determining system configured to track for tracking travel pattern data of 
the user, the travel pattern data including a time at which a travel occurs; 

a storage unit configured to store for storing the tracked travel pattern data; 

a processing unit configured to analyze that analyz es the travel pattern data to predict 
a particular travel path traveled by the user at a particular time when the travel occurs^ 
wh e r e in th e proc e ssing unit is configur e d to analyz e th e trav e l patt e rn data to d e termin e 
wh e th e r th e trav e l path is trav e l e d at a fr e qu e ncy gr e at e r than a thr e shold valu e; and 

a short range communication unit configured to [[that]] automatically determin es 
determine traffic information along the particular travel path at or before the particular time at 
which the travel is predicted , wherein the short range communication unit is configured to 
automatically determine the traffic information by communicating with a second vehicle to 
receive the traffic information, wherein at least part of the traffic information originates from 
a source other than the second vehicle . 

21. (Original) The system according to claim 20, wherein the tracked travel pattern data 
comprises a start time, a day of the week, a start location, and an end location for travel of the 
user. 
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22. (Original) The system according to claim 21, wherein the tracked travel pattern data 
relates to travel by the user using a vehicle. 

23. (Original) The system according to claim 20, wherein the position determining system 
comprises a GPS receiver that communicates with a satellite based GPS system. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 21, wherein the start time is 
determined at a time of switching on an ignition, and an end time is determined at a time of 
switching off the ignition. 

25. (Original) The system according to claim 21, wherein the processing unit analyzes the 
travel pattern data by correlating pairs of start locations and end locations with a range of start 
times and/or a day of the week. 

26. (Original) The system according to claim 25, wherein the processing unit further 
calculates a frequency of the correlated pairs of start locations and end locations with a range 
of start times and/or a day of the week. 

27. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 20, wherein the short range 
communication unit determines traffic information by communicating with a the second 
vehicle along the particular travel path to receive traffic incident information from the second 
vehicle. 

28. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 20, wherein the short range 
communication unit determines traffic information by communicating with a the second 
vehicle along the particular travel path to receive speed information from the second vehicle. 

29. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 27, wherein the user's vehicle 
communicates with anoth e r the second vehicle along the travel path to receive traffic incident 
information from the another second vehicle. 

30. (Currently amended) The system according to claim [[29]] 20, wherein the v e hicle and 
the anoth e r second vehicle only transmits traffic incid e nt information that th e y hav e 
d e t e rmin e d to b e r e c e nt satisfies a predetermined criteria . 
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3 1 . (Currently amended) The system according to claim [[30]] 60, wherein the traffic 
incident information is determined to be recent based in part on the type of the road on which 
a traffic incident is detected or the number of vehicles involved in the traffic incident. 

32. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 20, wherein the short range 
communication unit comprises a Dedicated Shortwave Radio Communications (DSRC) unit. 

33. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 20, further comprising a display unit 
in a the user's vehicle for displaying the automatically determined traffic information at or 
before the particular time or when an ignition switch is switched on proximate to the 
particular time. 

34. (Original) The system according to claim 20, further comprising a display unit for 
displaying the automatically determined traffic information at or before the particular time at 
a user accessible device. 

35. (Original) The system according to claim 34, wherein the user accessible device 
comprises one or more of a home computer, a mobile phone, a PDA, or other handheld 
device. 

36. (Currently Amended) A system for automatically providing traffic information to a 
user's vehicle [[user]], comprising: 

position determining means for tracking travel pattern data of the user, the travel 
pattern data including a time at which a travel occurs; 

storage means for storing the tracked travel pattern data; 

means for analyzing the travel pattern data to predict a particular travel path traveled 
by the user at a particular time when the travel occurs , wh e r e in th e m e ans for analyzing is 
configur e d to analyz e th e trav e l patt e rn data to d e t e rmin e wh e th e r th e trav e l path is traveled at 
a fr e qu e ncy gr e at e r than a thr e shold valu e; and 

communication means that automatically determines traffic information along the 
particular travel path at or before the particular time at which the travel is predicted , wherein 
the communication means is configured to automatically determine the traffic information by 
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communicating with a second vehicle to receive the traffic information, wherein at least part 
of the traffic information originates from a source other than the second vehicle . 

37. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon that, when executed, causes a processor to perform steps comprising: 

tracking and storing travel pattern data of a user, the travel pattern data including a 
time at which a travel occurs; 

analyzing the travel pattern data to predict a particular travel path traveled by the user 
at a particular time when the travel occurs , wh e r e in th e trav e l patt e rn data is analyz e d to 
d e t e rmin e wh e ther the trav e l path is trav e l e d at a fr e qu e ncy gr e at e r than a thr e shold valu e; 
and 

automatically determining traffic information along the particular travel path at or 
before the particular time at which travel is predicted by communicating with a second 
vehicle to receive the traffic information, wherein at least part of the traffic information 
originates from a source other than the second vehicle . 

38. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , A m e thod of automatically 
providing traffic information to a user, comprising: 

tracking and storing travel pattern data of the user, the travel pattern data including a 
time at which a travel occurs, 

analyzing th e trav e l patt e rn data to pr e dict a particular trav e l path trav e l e d by th e us e r 
at a particular tim e wh e n th e trav e l occurs; and 

automatically d e t e rmining traffic information along th e particular trav e l path at or 
before the particular time at which trav e l is pr e dict e d; 

wherein the tracking and storing step comprises tracking and storing a start time, a day 
of the week, a start location, and an end location for each travel of the user; 

wherein the start time is determined at a time of switching on an ignition, and an end 
time is determined at a time of switching off the ignition. 

39. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 20, A syst e m for automatically 
providing traffic information to a us e r, comprising: 
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a position d e t e rmining syst e m for tracking trav e l patt e rn data of the us e r, th e trav e l 
patt e rn data including a tim e at which a trav e l occurs; 

a storag e unit for storing th e track e d travel pattern data; 

a proc e ssing unit that analyzes th e travel pattern data to predict a particular travel path 
trav e l e d by the us e r at a particular time when th e trav e l occurs; and 

a short range communication unit that automatically determines traffic information 
along the particular travel path at or before the particular time at which the travel is predicted; 

wh e r e in the short range communication unit is configured to communicate with a 
vehicl e along the travel path to r e c e iv e trav e l information from the vehicle; 

wherein the short range communication unit is configured to communicate with th e 
v e hicl e with short range communication, wherein the short range communication is 
Dedicated Shortwave Radio Communications (DSRC). 

40. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 39, wherein the system is configured to 
activate at a predetermined time before the particular time when the travel occurs, wherein the 
short range communication unit is configured to determine the traffic information along the 
particular travel path when the system activates. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 39, wherein the system is configured to 
analyze and compare the travel path with traffic information and without traffic information. 

42. (Currently Amended) A system for automatically providing traffic information to a user, 
comprising: 

a position determining system configured to track for tracking vehicle travel pattern 
data of the user, the travel pattern data including a time at which a travel occurs; 

a storage unit configured to store for storing the tracked travel pattern data; 

a processing unit configured to analyze that analyzes the travel pattern data to predict 
a particular vehicle travel path traveled by the user at a particular time when the travel occurs; 
and 

a short range communication unit in a vehicle configured to [[that]] automatically 
d e t e rmin e s determine traffic information along the particular vehicle travel path at or before 
the particular time at which the travel is predicted; 
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wherein the short range communication unit is configured to communicate with a 
second vehicle along the travel path to receive traffic trav e l information from the second 
vehicle, wherein the traffic trav e l information from the second vehicle comprises 
rebroadcasted travel information that originated from a vehicle other than the second vehicle. 

43. (New) A method of automatically providing traffic information to a user of a vehicle, 
comprising: 

tracking and storing travel pattern data of a user, the travel pattern data including a 
time at which a travel occurs; 

analyzing the travel pattern data to predict a particular travel path traveled by the user 
at a particular time when the travel occurs, and 

automatically determining traffic information along the particular travel path at or 
before the particular time at which travel is predicted by communicating with a second 
vehicle to receive the traffic information, wherein at least part of the traffic information from 
the second vehicle comprises rebroadcasted traffic information that originated from a source 
other than the second vehicle. 

44. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the travel pattern data is analyzed to 
determine whether the travel path is traveled at a frequency greater than a threshold value. 

45. (New) The system according to claim 20, wherein the processing unit is configured to 
analyze the travel pattern data to determine whether the travel path is traveled at a frequency 
greater than a threshold value. 

46. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the vehicle communicates directly 
with the second vehicle. 

47. (New) The system according to claim 20, wherein the short range communication unit is 
configured to communicate directly with the second vehicle. 

48. (New) The system according to claim 36, wherein the means for analyzing is configured 
to analyze the travel pattern data to determine whether the travel path is traveled at a 
frequency greater than a threshold value. 
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49. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 37, wherein the analyzing step 
comprises analyzing the travel pattern data to determine whether the travel path is traveled at 
a frequency greater than a threshold value. 

50. (New) The system according to claim 20, wherein the system is configured so that all 
components of the system are configured to be disposed in the user's vehicle. 

51. (New) The system according to claim 36, wherein the system is configured so that all 
components of the system are configured to be disposed in the user's vehicle. 

52. (New) A network of systems for automatically providing traffic information to users of 
multiple vehicles, comprising: 

a first vehicle with the system of claim 20, and 

at least a second vehicle with the system of claim 20, 

wherein the system of the first vehicle and the system of the second are configured to 
communicate traffic information with at least one another. 

53. (New) A network of systems for automatically providing traffic information to users of 
multiple vehicles, comprising: 

a first vehicle with the system of claim 36, and 

at least a second vehicle with the system of claim 36, 

wherein the system of the first vehicle and the system of the second are configured to 
communicate traffic information with at least one another. 



54. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the source is another vehicle. 

55. (New) The system according to claim 20, wherein the source is another vehicle. 

56. (New) The system according to claim 36, wherein the source is another vehicle. 

57. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 37, wherein the source is another 
vehicle. 

58. (New) The method according to claim 43, wherein the source is another vehicle. 
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59. (New) The method according to claim 13, wherein the traffic information includes traffic 
incident information and the predetermined criteria includes whether or not the traffic 
incident information is recent. 

60. (New) The system according to claim 30, wherein the traffic information includes traffic 
incident information and the predetermined criteria includes whether or not the traffic 
incident information is recent. 
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